The Rajbanshi community in Duars of Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal is traditionally using different kinds of plant parts as medicine. Present article discussed the medicinal plants used by them including different formulations. Leaves are the most used plant parts. However, their tradional knowledge is in danger as the facilities of modern civilization is spreading fast in the area.
INTRODUCTION
Northern part of the state of West Bengal, India is covered with rich vegetation, mainly forested and quite a good number of tribal communities are living there since an unknown period of time. In Terai-Duars region some communities like Mech, Rabha, Toto, Santal, Oraon, Lepcha,Sherpa, Dukpa and Rajbanshi (Mukherjee et al. 2007; Sarkar 2011; Dennath et al. 2017) are living with quiet harmony in an forested environment. In West Bengal, Rajbanshi community has been placed in the list of scheduled caste (SC) category(www.rajbanshipride.blogspot.in/2016/02/social-issiuesscst-status-of-rajbanshi).
The traditional botanical knowledge of Rajbanshi community is very rich (Roy & Das 2015; Debnath et al. 2017) . They use plants in almost all aspects of their life. While Roy & Das (2015) discussed the preparation of some of their special type of food-items, Debnath et al. (2017) discussed different aspects of their traditional foods.
Like the people of most of other communities, people of Rajbangshi community also uses many plant based traditional medicines to treat/cure their different diseases. However, Sanyal (1965) emphasised that ancient Rajbanshi people did not have knowledge about the medicinal uses of plant. So, when they were suffering from different types of physical discomforts of ailments like fever, cold cough, Andha sula (Night Blindness) etc, then at first they applied some "Mantra" expecting that the God will cure them through their enforced Mantras. Later on, gradually, they started applying some plant parts (leaf, stem, bark, root etc) through trial and error method. Sometimes they were successful and gradually they developed their own mainly plant-based medical system. After this success, these techniques are now being used traditionally for generations to cure these diseases. As for example, during fever Rajbangshi people used some kind of "Mantra" with or without any plant-based medicine: Till date the ethnomedicobotany of Rajbanshi people was not studied by any worker. As they are mainly concentrated in this Terai-Duars part of the country but are distributed in Indian states like assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Bihar and other countries like Bangladesh and Nepal (Sanyal 1965; Debnath et al. 2017) .
STUDY AREA
All data are collected from the Rajbanshi dominating forest-villages in the Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal (India). The district is lying between 26° 16' N to 27° 0' N Latitudes and 88°4 ' E to 89° 53' E longitudes with an average elevation of 75 m AMSL. It is surrounded by Bhutan in North, Bangladesh in South, Darjeeling Hills in the west and Alipurduar and Coochbihar districts on the east. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
The traditional societies are, in general, very much conservative. Entire methodology was decided keeping that in mind and involving the people of the community in the entire exercise as it was followed by us in 2017 (Debnath et al. 2017) . The survey was conducted during March 2017 -March 2019.
Collected voucher specimens were processed into mounted Herbarium sheets and will be deposited to the NTFP Museum, Forest Department, Govt. of West Bengal, Sukna, Darjeeling, West Bengal. For the entire process Jain and Rao (1977) and Das (2018) has been followed. All the plant names and their family delimitations are checked in www.theplantlist.org.
RESULT AND DISCUSSION
Medicinal plants are used for cure of several diseases. Rajbangsi tribal people used many process of medicine preparation & used several plant parts for the preparation of medicine. In Table1, formulations of medicines, local and scientific name of plants, used plant parts, ratio of applied medicine and the names of diseases they treat are presented. From this above table it is observed that majority of their traditional medicines are prepared from leaves and the least number of medicines prepared from flowers. Percentage of plant parts used as medicine by Rajbangsi community in Jalpaiguri district of West Bengal is shown graphically in Figure 2 . Out of the 50 formulations presented in Table 1 , as much as 36 are with single species of plants. For the remaining 14 formulations they are using 2 -4 plant species. Interestingly, except Marsilea minuta all other medicinal plants recorded during the present survey are angiospermic. And, only 13 of those are monocotyledonous. Apart from plant parts, the record of the uses of salt, sugar and lime was used. In majority of the formulations water has been used to make extract, decoction, etc. Another tribal community, Mech, living in the same area, has developed better practice in formulation and preparation of medicine. Even, they prepare tablets sometimes with more than 10 species (Sarkar 2011; Sarkar & Das 2010 , 2012 . However, there is another probability as educationally Rajbanshis are more advanced and are also enjoing the facilities of modern civilization for a longer period. In such case may be their traditional medican knowledge is being affected by the alopathic systems.
On search, no written traditional document was available with them for medical treaments among the Rajbanshi people. So, their traditional knowledge of medicine in the study area was transmitted orally for generations. But, the extension of modern facilities through tea-planters' and through the activities of Government Forest Department people in the Terai -Duars region brought them closure to such facilities. It is also noticed that younger generation of Rajbangsi people have less amount of knowledge about their tradition. So, it is now extremely important to documentation of their all types of traditional knowledge, including medicinal, otherwise their traditional knowledge will lost completely within next few years.
CONCLUSION
Not only modern medical facilities, almost all other facilities of modern civilisation are available in most part of the northern districts of West Bengal. Regular medical camps by government and by NGO's also helping them to avail such facilities. Facilities of modern education through the establishment of numerous schools, colleges and universities are enlighting these people very fast. So, not only for Rajbanshi's or Mech's, but for all other traditional communities living in this area need to be surveyed immediately to record their all traditional knowledge for future scientific evaluation considering the benefits of the humanity.
